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DETAILED ACTION 

1. In view of the appeal brief filed on 1/21/04, PROSECUTION 
IS HEREBY REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth 
below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must 
exercise one of the following two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action 
is non-final) or a reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office 
action is final) ; or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

2. If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request 
must be accompanied by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new 
amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 1.132) or other 
evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b) (2). 

Status of Pending Claims: 

3. Claims 1-27 are pending and have been examined. The pending 
claims have been rejected on the grounds not necessitated by the 
pervious amendments. Accordingly, this office action is a non- 
final office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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; (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Flitcroft et al, (US Publication No. 
2003/0028481, filed June 4, 200, priority January 22, 1999) 
(hereafter Flitcroft ) and further in view of Tammaro (US 
Publication No. 2001/0011246) (hereafter Tammaro) . 

3. Per claim 1, Flitcroft teaches a method for allowing a 
customer at an online Internet client device to make Internet 
purchases using a temporary credit card number (abstract, para 
[0045] ..limited time period), the method comprising: 

if the applicant data is verified, opening the credit 
account and issuing a temporary credit card number . .unique among 
a plurality of currently active temporary card numbers 
(Flitcroft, [0053], each master card holder could be provided 
with one or more of the following. .additional single use credit 
card number for remote transactions, it is asserted that 
verification of the applicant data is necessary in order that 
only the qualified master credit card applicants at time of 
application are provided with the one of the indicated plurality 
of types of temporary credit card numbers l)-4)as indicated); 

allowing a plurality of Internet based purchases based on 
the temporary credit card number until the temporary credit card 
number is deactivated (Flitcroft, para [0055] ..a single 
transaction would a plurality of Internet based purchases, note 
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that as disclosed herein the credit card number is deactivated 
after the single use) ; and 

deactivating the temporary credit card number (Flitcroft, 
para [0045] ..the limited use credit card number is deactivated 
upon satisfaction of a limited use condition.. and[055] as 
discussed previously) . 

Flitcroft teaches process step of opening the credit 
account and issuing a temporary credit card number associated 
with the credit account {[0053) ""each master card holder 
..provided with one or more of the following..") and 
subsequently allowing a plurality of Internet based purchases 
based on the temporary credit card number and subsequently 
deactivating the temporary credit card number (refer to [0045] 
and [0055] as discussed in previous limitations) . 

Flitcroft, however, fails to disclose steps of transmitting 
electronic credit card application from a server to the client 
device and (in response to it) receiving credit card 
application, storing the applicant data and subsequently 
verifying the applicant data against a verification database. 

Tammaro, in the same field of endeavor, however, disclose a 
method and system for communication of credit card application 
data over the Internet comprising: 

receiving a message indicative of a request to apply for 
a credit account at an Internet server from the Internet client 
device via the Internet (Tammaro, [0012] gain access to the 
credit application 18); 

transmitting data indicative of an electronic credit 
account application from the Internet server to the Internet 
client device via the Internet (Tammaro, [0012].. the credit 
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application 18 is generated in the form of an HTML based web 
page on the Internet) ; 

receiving the credit account application at the Internet 
server from the client device via the Internet, the credit 
account application including applicant data (Tammaro, [0016]— 
[0023] which recites applicant data, ..[0024] recites that the 
application is received at the Internet server (intermediate 
server 21) ) ; 

storing the applicant data in a computer readable memory 
(Tammaro, [012] database arrangement 22.. for transaction record 
Iceeping) ; 

verifying the applicant data against a verification 
database (inherent in the "^transaction related response from the 
finance source provider'' described at Tammaro, [0032]); 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine Tammaro with 
Flitcroft to provide for, in the Flitcroft method, receiving a 
request to apply for a credit account at a server via the ~ 
Internet, transmitting data indicative of an electronic credit 
account application to the client, receiving the credit 
application at server from the client which includes the 
applicant data and storing and verifying the applicant data as 
per disclosure of Tammaro, implementing these steps in 
Flitcroft would allow processing the application for the credit 
account and based upon the applicant data, if appropriate open a 
credit account for the applicant which provides the features 
having a temporary credit card number associated with the credit 
account as those enumerated for in para [0058] of Flitcroft. 



7. Claims 2: deactivating the temporary card number comprises, 
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- expiring the temporary credit card nuinber in response to a 
predetermined time period elapsing (Flitcroft para [0045], 
..expiration date of the card). 

4. Claim 4 and 5: deactivating the temporary credit card 
number in response to receiving a request for a predetermined 
web page from the Internet client device (para [0052] the limits 
that can be placed on the use the single use credit niomber or 
multi-use credit card niomber ..are almost limitless the use of 
the credit card number could be limited by . .merchant (note 
this implies requesting a specific merchants web page in 
context of the Flitcroft method as shown in Fig. 1) . 

5. Claim 6 and 7: deactivating the temporary credit card 
number in response to receiving a message indicative of a 
browser shutdown from the Internet client via the Internet and 
..failing to respond to a communication request (para [0052] the 
limits that can be placed on the use the single use credit 
number or multi-use credit card number ..are almost 

limitless .. the use of the credit card number could be limited by 
..purpose or use (such as limited to Internet trade and so on)). 

6. Claim 8: deactivating the temporary credit card number in 
response to a predetermined dollar amount of purchases being 
made using the temporary credit card number (para [0052] the 
limits that can be placed on the use the single use credit 
number or multi-use credit card number ..are almost 
limitless .. the use of the credit card number could be limited 
by. . amount) . 
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7. Claim 9: deactivating the temporary credit card number in 
response to a predetermined number of items being purchased . . 
(para [0052] the limits that can be placed on the use the single 
use credit number or multi-use credit card number ..are almost 
limitless .. the use of the credit card number could be limited 
by frequency of use.. or some combination of these separate 
criterion) . 

8. claim 10: deactivating the temporary credit card number in 
response to a predetermined number of purchase 
transactions .. (para [0056] . .when the aggregate amount of a 
series of transactions exceeded a specific credit limit that the 
credit card number would be canceled", note that the 
predetermined number is defined by the aggregate amount of the 
transactions, alternatively para [0055] discloses that the 
temporary credit card number is deactivated after a single use 
which the predetermined number of transactions) . 



12. Claim 11: issuing a traditional card in the name of the 
customer based on the applicant data, the traditional card 
associated with a traditional card number, the traditional card 
niimber being different than the temporary credit card niimber 
(Flitcroft para [0024], limited use credit card number 
associated with the master account number of the customer, since 
the limited use credit card number is designed for limited use 
it expires after a predefined limited use see [0045], therefore. 
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the -master card number (credit card) is distinct from the 
limited use card number) . 

9. Claim 12: transferring a balance associated with the 
temporary credit card number to an account associated with the 
traditional credit card number [Flitcroft para [0043] - [0045] 
refer to linlc of the "^master credit card account" to "^limited 
use credit card numbers", refer to [0055] note that the master 
credit card holder has an additional credit card number 
allocated to him for a single use, this suggests that the number 
can be used for a single transaction and that the balance 
associated with the temporary credit card would be transferred 
from the master (i.e. traditional) credit card account). 

10. Claims 13-23 recite an apparatus for allowing a customer at 
an online Internet client device to make Internet purchases 
using a temporary credit card number. The apparatus recites 
elements necessary to practice method steps of claims 1-12 
respectively as analyzed previously. Since, the combination of 
Flitcroft and Tammaro are Internet based and computerized method 
as explicitly disclosed in both references, the corresponding 
apparatus resulting from the combination there from include all 
elements of respective claims. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary slcill in the 
art to modify Flitcroft and 

11. Claim 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
clearly anticipated by Demoff et al. (US Pub. No. 
2003/0004879A1, Published 1/2/03, Priority 5/28/99) (hereafter 
Demoff) . 
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- Claim 24: Demoff teaches an apparatus for allowing a 
customer at an Internet client device to make Internet based 
purchases using a temporary credit card number, the apparatus 
comprising: 

A network receiver operatively coupled to the Internet to 
receive applicant data and purchase requests (a network service 
provider . .communication with PC customers such as via an 
Internet server 22, see para [0024]): 

A verification module operatively coupled to the network 
receiver; (administrative and processing subsystem 28, see para 
[0025] ) 

Verification database in communication with the 
verification module . . ; 

(para [0025], refer to database 22] 

temporary account module in communication with the 
verification module..; 

(para [0026], the customer account in database 28 is 
subsequently updated to note ..the number assigned); 

a temporary account database in communication with the 
temporary account module (para [ 0025] subsystem 28 accesses 
database 28) ;' 

the temporary account module being structured to query the 
temporary account database to issue a temporary credit card 
number if the applicant data is verified, the temporary credit 
card number being unique., (para [0025] refer to unique ID); 

a purchase approval module in communication with the 
network receiver and the temporary account module .. (para [0035]- 
[0037] authorization extends only to the transaction amount.. The 
vendor simply processes the number through a conventional 
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verification system like any other credit card number for 
appropriate authorization) . 

Claim 25: network transmitter being structured to transmit 
the temporary credit card number (para [0030]- [0035] inherent 
because the temporary credit card niomber is transmitted to the 
customer via the Internet) . 

Claim 26: deactivation module being structure to deactivate 
the temporary credit card number in response to occurrence of a 
predefined condition (para [0030] ..period of authorization for 
generated credit transaction number.. such as one minute). 



12. Per claim 21, Demoff teaches a method for making an in-line 
purchase which comprises: 

accessing a computer..; (para [0024], see Fig. 1 item 20) 

proceeding to a payment screen, ..the screen displaying 
information to open a credit account (refer to Fig. 2-5 on-line 
credit request program" ^ initiated from the PC for credit- 
issuance application as disclosed at para [0029]); 

accessing the information to open the credit account; 

completing an on-line credit account application; 

verifying the application; 

opening the credit account; 

issuing an identification number ..credit account; 

(see para [0030], which states "^purchaser .. launches the 
request using the purchase request field", this recitation 
inherently include "^accessing", and completing" steps, "^If the 
request is approved" imply that the request (or application) is 
verified and "^subsystem 2 8 responds by sending the temporary 
credit transaction number" show that the credit account is 
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opened and an identification number associated with the credit 
account is issued. ) ; 

entering the identification number for payment (see [0037], 
..temporary credit transaction number is ..pasted to the vendors 
form. ) . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claim 3 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. It is interpreted that expiring the credit 
card number amounts to the credit card number rendered unusable 
for any purchase transaction. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Jagdish 
Patel whose telephone number is (703) 308-7837. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be 
reached at (703) 308-1038. The fax number for Formal or Official 
faxes to Technology Center 3600 is (703) 305-7687. Draft faxes 
may be submitted directly to the examiner at (703) 746-5563. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1113 or 308- 
1114. Address for hand delivery is 2451 Crystal Drive, Crystal 
Park 5, 7th Floor, Alexandria VA 22202. 




(Primary Examiner, AU 3624) 



